WHAT IS A SMALL CHURCH?

While a church may be small in “vision” in this
brief pamphlet we are considering the
numerical size of a church.

Several years ago we were attending a
“Catalyst” conference in Ohio and one speaker
was sharing what his “small” church was doing.
It was very impressive. | asked. “How large is
your church. “

“Oh,” he said, “it’s only 500 people.”

| shared, we are from Canada and for us a small
church is 50 people or less.

Is the great commission (Matthew 28:19-20)
only for large churches? Of course not. While a
large church likely has more resources, small
churches have amazing resources as well.

In a web article by Ron Johnston of
smallchurchconnections.com he claims there are
about 8000 small evangelical churches-there may
also be that many of non-evangelical persuasion.
That’s a lot across Canada. Ron grew up in the
small town of Burks Falls, Ontario and attended two
small churches during his childhood and teenage
years. He wrote “While small in numbers, those
churches provided me with three things that laid a
foundation for all of my future ministry — the
opportunity to serve while still in my teens, Christian
friends in our youth group, and adults who cared
about my spiritual growth”

Small church? Seek God for His vision for you.
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Some steps for a small church to take to join
with the “body of Christ” to work together to
see the great commission finished.”

*Appoint, elect, find a volunteer or a small task
force to be a “missions champion” to find out
information and lead the church to be involved.

*Keep informed. Share with your people
various mission terms such as unengaged,
unreached, CPM, DMM etc. (Church planting
movement and Discipleship making movement)
There are a number of regular newsletters that
can keep a “missions champion” in your church
informed such as www.brigada.org,
catylisyt.org, 24:14.now, finishingthetask.org.

* Select one of the unengaged groups in the
world (down now about 200) and pray:
-God send labourers,

-God open the door, remove the blindness,

If in your congregation members regularly travel
to other countries on business, vacation, have
themout 299

If there are enough interested people send a
small team from your church to do research.
Engage your “people group”

Join with other churches -locally or nationally to
work and pray for an unengaged people group.

Small Church

BIG
IMPACT

(in the quest to finish the
great commission)

“Go ye and make disciples of all nations (ethne)
and baptize them in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit and teach them to observe
all I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20

Christ loved the Church and died for her....



Big IMPACT from “small” churches.

Your church can be small in size -
but BIG in VISION.

A CHURCH PLANT

Less than a year old this church plant of about
20 people held a
“March for Missions”
event. The 4 Sundays
in March there was a
home mission
speaker, an overseas
mission speaker, a movie from the Indian High
Commission office, and the pastor spoke on the
great commission. No special offerings were
taken - but two months later the church
treasurer told the pastor - “It is amazing but our
missions giving has doubled in size.”

RURAL ONTARIO CHURCH OF ABOUT 40 ADULTS

In 2015 this church began to regularly pray for
God to send labourers to the unengaged group -
the Bokoruge in Chad. Within a month IATW
had a missions friend going to Chad to research
unreached people groups. He visited the
Bokoruge and started several missions working
towards finding labourers.

In 2017 almost 2 years to the day after the
P church began to pray a couple
from England were in Canada
to raise support to go to the
Bokoruge. Today they are
finishing up language study and by end of 2018
should be living in Gos Beida. We now know of
5 people going to the Bokoruge.

SOUTHERN ONTARIO SMALL VILLAGE CHURCH
OF ABOUT 30 ADULTS

This church has missions information in their
bulletin every Sunday.
Probably half the
church have been on a
short term mission trip.
Some have gone on
several. Several of the members serve on the
boards of local missions and give leadership as
they volunteer with the mission. They enjoy
having mission speakers and give funds as they
are able.

NORTHERN ONTARIO “GOLD MINE TOWN”

This church has a connection to Nigeria. Years
ago a student from Nigeria came to the Ontario
School of mines. o
He attended the
local Baptist Church
and became
friends. This
connection
continues. The
Nigerian became
chairman of a
mission to unreached in Nigeria and each year
this small church of about 15 adults sends
generous amounts of money to reach out to
unengaged and unreached people in Nigeria.
Several have expressed interest in going on a
short term mission trip for construction if there
is ever a need. They are willing.

One church - made and sold 300 apple pies for
one of their teens to go on a short term mission.

The women’s group of one church takes a day
each year and makes several hundred delicious
meat pies and sells them. The funds go to
missions.

How to Develop a Missions “Culture”

e Regularly schedule trustworthy missionaries
to visit and tell about their work. We try to
encourage them and give them gifts,
especially good books.

e  Get to know missionaries (sometimes by
asking discerning friends), publicize their
needs, and systematically pray for them.

e Give space for maps and displays of mission
activities in our facilities.

e Remember the birthdays and anniversaries
of missionaries and send thoughtful notes
and gifts to them.

e Enlist members to correspond with
missionaries.

e Encourage church members to read good
missionary books, including biographies.

e You can encourage members to go on short-
term trips to assist overseas workers with
special projects or simply to serve and
encourage them. God used short-term trips
to confirm his call in the lives of each of the
missionaries we’ve sent out.

e A small church may be concerned about too
much money flowing from the Church. But
we also remember God is not a debtor,
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Let’s talk. We love to share with
churches about possibilities.
Want to know more - let’s talk.



